StarMetro, SATURDAY 15 JUNE 2013

His legacy: Anson Road is a
tribute to Sir Archibald Edward
Harbord Anson.
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ACH time I return home to Penang, I try to
E eat at the Tai Hin coffeeshop at the junction
of Melaka Street and Anson Road.

The corner coffeeshop is operated out of a pre-
war house, one of many that dot George Town.

It isn’t the best coffeeshop in town but has its
regular patrons. I have been eating at the same
wantan mee stall since [ was about 10 years old.

Over the years, I have seen some of the stall
' operators, including a char koay teow seller who
was very popular back then, pass on.

The wantan mee seller is probably now in his
mid-60s and I reckon he would soon give up the
business.

His wantan mee is served mostly in dry form,
with thick soya sauce and sesame oil, and topped
with char siew or barbecued pork, and boiled
vegetables. It comes with two small meat dump-
lings.

Older Penangites sometimes refer to wantan
mee as tok tok mee, so called because in the old
days, wantan mee hawkers would signal their
arrival by hitting two bamboo sticks together,
making the distinctive tok tok sound.

His sister runs another wantan mee stall at the
famous Seow Fong Lye coffeeshop at Macalister
Lane which is famous for its Penang-style chee
cheong fun or rice rolls that come with blackish
prawn paste, sweet sauce and chilli.

Each time I am at the Tai Hin coffeeshop sip-
ping the thick coffee with condensed milk, mem-
ories of old Penang would come flooding back.

I remember how my classmate, Choong Keng
Hooi, now a hairstylist in Penang, used to buy me
a packet of fried mee or economy noodles, from
the wet market in Anson Road.

As a growing teenager in my secondary school
days, I was constantly hungry and it was some-
times impossible to control my urge to eat before
recess at 11am.

By around 10am, I would smuggle out my
packet of noodles, stealing bites, even as the
teacher was still conducting the lesson in the
classroom!
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Anson earns a street name in Penang for his contributions

I guess with my kind of behaviour, the school
already knew that I was not prefect material, nor
a class monitor. In fact, the school didn’t think
that I should even be a traffic warden!

I suppose the former students who eventually
rise to high positions are those who hold such
responsible positions in their schooldays.

So, it was with some satisfaction when I
returned to my alma mater, St Xavier’s Institution,
years later as the guest-of-honour at the school’s
Speech Day or prize-giving day.

It was to be the first and last time as the Brother
Principal looked on disapprovingly when I advised
the students, “Be the best in what you do. If you
are a doctor, be the best. If you are a waiter, be the
best waiter, and if you end up as a criminal, be
remembered like Botak Chin.”

The students applauded loudly but I doubt if
the principal and the other Brothers shared the
same enthusiasm.

But Anson Road is our main concern here
because it is a major road connecting Macalister
Road, Burmah Road and Perak Road.

Anson Road is named after Colonel (later Major)
Archibald Edward Harbord Anson, the Lieutenant
Governor of Penang from 1867 to 1871.

Born in Devonshire, England, he was also Acting
Governor of the Crown Colony of the Straits
Settlements in 1877

A British army commander, he served in
England, Ireland, Scotland, Mauritius and
Madagascar, according to a report.
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described the feeling of depression upon his
appointment as Penang’s Resident Councillor.,
At the time he was in Penang, he negotiated in

the Penang Riots that broke out between the e 1
@ Cantonese-speaking Ghee Hin-White Flag and 1950;(1) Clienceg 0 PZIC;’)/' [ woyjg ;'I’B Forg"ften
- the Hakka-speaking Hai San-Red Flag gangs. I W Jere; like ¢, sh Veget.
| During the nine days of fierce clashes in 1867 Pyjy 95 post, Jak in o i able gy fl
which saw heavy street fighting and bloodshed then Uh{;('jrejak 5 dom the Gepe, earjy Whohea(‘;arioug CaWering Plantg
| betw.een.the two secret societies, Fhe British hgd tuberculos'ﬁ"e ampitor m‘ChargZI Dita] to You alsdonea bettes ould
" to bring in reinforcements from Singapore while nd qUaranI; (TB) atier, t&nd housg, d he islan hen uO me”tione T Joh
. the Europeans who were staying in Penang were So ne stap;- S ale ards nstit, €re jn .-
roped in to help. 1 for Tge tavejaq g;)t A ,schofo Sam gﬁl b ome%}? ?

The fiercest fight was near Cannon Street at the 336 Wag on h lang Standy, Samfpo, Do he teachey
Khoo Kongsi building where a cannon was fired, hag P2 Which o the extre Y ferry, amp Some lass y, oy
resulting in a big hole on the road, hence its name 3177{1 alap, Oraatr ds f, B 1;1 Stqd the scjf(; . ;ght, Next E{hey had'¢ he tey. e €re jnp
to this day. he Jop,, 0Ly dtients ) 20 Ca X-PJ Sht y, Woulq

- . Prosa - » X-ra op 3 K Staff Ou

It was essentially a quarrel between the triad he .- ium V facilj; (M.Ie

A ——— S QUargp: in P, N
leaders over tin mining rights and other lucrative R . g in Pen ntin Statig hil €nang
business deals. b he doctoy 2208 by 4 N for jpf. cti € Camy

As a highly respected figure, Anson has also y by motofisedr had ¢, tray, ‘;T seq. 10us ca50 b Lam 45, avi
been honoured with a road that is named after . On fa tive Sampgy; Vel from . - J%’One daysw(]r ader
him in Singapore, which is located at its central | PTOmine,, Occasjp, 0 cam orn O Pepg Your 4
business district. o b Inging gif‘tsp Dle a,?f,’ We pa Menty; bod breq in gen Articjeg on th

Then there is Teluk Intan in Perak — which The thep Cf I'the Tp Commumt SIts fr b Reag; galllyt the stare 18 I am ju
was formerly known as Teluk Anson or Anson gafne'pAZiZ Ibrah i MiniStgf Il)eprosy pg t,leader shr Oughy such O;;t the ai[w St as ga ¢
Bay. illq m, [op atuk lents, OWtime app e

In fact, until the British named the town h he pag/-el‘;vtere Teguay 510‘,’” iew ap 4 28 Poy, t' Anot rf?e“- Y and
after Anson, the town was originally called '€ Visitoys > USed to p tslto S fumy.  Oling ;¢ th“’qye feat,

Teluk Mak Intan, after a woman Mandailing LV er‘?lmusim 1‘,1 ould on p Iform Mentg thep Interesu
trader from Sumatra, Indonesia. e Mies frop pStume tm » danca 1 1CES for Lstigy have

It was here the Perak rulers held court theeekly t0 inge Rag Butte, d plgy ~Ma handpy;p. "™ MY posge
from 1528 until Kuala Kangsar became the mue for wyyy fact wiepy o TWortp by SIXty to 70 SSion seyg,.
royal town in 1877. lTIg’C fo the(rs' hey reaq te Nmates '€ there h ;115 (Calleg ﬂy S ago i p, ol

The British renamed the town after £ & woy; > Some take e YCIS todgy,) 1ang, ¢j

. : oy vould g d p Fij Mmugij; V) w, Ine
Anson as he was responsible for drawing .\ Bur, rﬁ/te songs St arrange dyed glnos, ) ans (co pr‘e e distribut
up the town’s planning. Y thri Orth’g .0 he or tp . € ouj Is &

Teluk Intan is famous for its iconic rgled to earlgldl.o Stationplfy ed ovefatlents' deﬁ;)rated bu1c110trav Colo =
colonial style structures including the S Patiengs  “2€Ir nama - The pay; F The pap g Ok cary, urfu] .

- eaShOI- S WOU]d 1es Mmengi €nts Wi gOIng I 5W0u1d beauuf
5m-high Clock Tower, known as the Cast '€ Whija dig £ Mloneq .. Vere 5 S Slowyy, y . ulf
; tth o) or g on g urfy] aroy, e
Leaning Tower of Teluk Intan. they | ets for fIDe lepy, Najfs on Ir. Th h bills £ nd ¢ n, di Usic Joy, I .

Apart from keeping time, the tower Pat'at I Cookeg sh or Y Patiepy, Wg’ the Hol e ha“dbills fom hoyg, tlstflbuun Y Whije
is also used to store water for the fents 45, Dl: €St oyst, wﬁ”’d Cin ey Wood fj..- Woulq VO Ouse ~ '€ Col-
locals during drought season or in ant Pa ich film Mas apq tSCUFrenuy € detjjs

f fir = 4 treeg . he ¢ laying ;> O the
case of fire. as weyy Ity re g in pe

For sure, Sir Archibald Edward Harbord das Amy as Nique tes of Nang
Anson has left his mark not only in Penang but Goh Cature , e

It has been reported that he also wrote a mem-
oir, About Others and Myself, 1745-1920, where he

other parts of the Straits Settlement.
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